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• A convenience store worker in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, was shot by a man
attempting to rob the store. The attacker
called the clerk a terrorist and then put the
gun in the clerk’s mouth, saying, “I killed
guys like you in Iraq, so I never think
about it when I shoot them anymore.”

• In Brooklyn, New York, a postal worker
was charged with menacing as a hate crime. 
He pushed and spat on a Muslim woman
who was pushing a baby in a stroller. Using
obscenities, the man said, “I’m gonna burn
your Muslim temple down.”6

How does a hate crime differ from a tradition

Definition of Hate Crimes
An incident designated as a hate crime is a traditional offense, such as murder or 
vandal-ism, with an additional factor of bias. Congress defined hate crime as follows: 
“A crimi-nal offense against a person or property motivated in whole or in part by an 
offender’s bias against a race, religion, disability, ethnic origin or sexual orientation.”7 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has provided guidelines as to how one can 
identify a crime as being motivated by bias. The FBI stresses that when an individual 
commits an offense and has a bias against the victim’s race, religion, disability, 
sexual orientation, and/or ethnicity/national origin there are not sufficient grounds to 
designate the offense a hate crime. Rather, this offense must be motivated by bias.8

The FBI recognizes the subjective nature of such an assessment; however, it provides 
vari-ous factors to consider when determining if such an offense is a crime motivated by 
bias:

• The offender and the victim were of a different race, religion, disability, sexual
orientation, ethnicity, gender, and/or gender identity. For example, the victim was
African-American and the offender was white.

• Bias-related oral comments, written statements, or gestures were made by the
offender indicating his or her bias. For example, the offender shouted a racial
epithet at the victim.

• Bias-related drawings, markings, symbols, or graffiti were left at the crime scene.
For example, a swastika was painted on the door of a synagogue, mosque, or
LGBT center.

• Certain objects, items, or things which indicate bias were used. For example, the
offenders wore white sheets with hoods covering their faces or a burning cross
was left in front of the victim’s residence.

• The victim is a member of a specific group that is overwhelmingly outnumbered
by other residents in the neighborhood where the victim lives and the incident
took place.

• The victim was visiting a neighborhood where previous hate crimes had been com-
mitted because of race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or
gender identity and where tensions remained high against the victim’s group.
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